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World  consumption  of  wool  during  1946-50  is 
estimated  to  have  exceeded  production  during  that 
period  by  about  15  percent.  This  was  made  possible 
by  the  large  wartime  accumulation  which  rssulted 
from  the  reduced  consumption  in  continental  Europe 
and  Japan. 

Except  for  a  slight  setback  in  1949,  world  con- 


sumption of  wool  trended  upward  from  1946  through 
1950,  when  a  record,  about  one-fifth  in  excess  of 
production,  was  reached.  However,  consumption  de- 
clined slightly  in  1951  and  was  below  production 
during  the  1950-51  season  but  increased  somewhat 
to  about  equal  production  in  1951-52. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
Part  I  -  Pr ' ces 


Item 

:  Unit 

:         1952  ; 

■,qt--5               :Last  data 
: available 

:  Apr. 

May  :  Jun« 

July 

Apr. 

May 

June 

:as  percent 
July: of  a  year 
:  earlier 

Average  price  received  by  farmers, 

grease  basis 
Parity  price 

Farm  as  percent  of  parity 

Boston  market  prices,  clean  basis  1/ 
Domestic  wool 
Graded  territory 

Fine  good  French  combing  and  staple 
l/2  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
3/8  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
l/k  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
Lov  l/k  blood 
Common  and  braid 
Graded  fleece 
Delaine 

l/2  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
3/8  blood  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
l/k  blood,  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
Lov  l/k  blood 
Common  and  braid 
Original  bag  Texas 
Fine  12  months  good  French  combing 

and  staple 
Fine  8  months  (l"  and  over) 
Fine  fall  (3/V  and  over) 
Imported  wool,  excluding  duty 
Australian 
6k' s,  70 's  warp  and  l/2  warp 
6Vs,  70' s  good  topmaking 
6k 1 s  combing 
58' s,  60'b  combing 
Montevideo  super 


Cents  per 

pound 
Percent 

Cents  per 
pound 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 


do, 
do. 
do. 


(58's. 
(56's) 
(50's) 

(1*6<S, 

(l*l+'s) 
5«s  (l*0's) 


O's 
l's 
2's 
3's 
k's 


60's) 


1+8's) 


Other  textile  fibers 
Cotton,  middling  15/16"  2/ 
Man-made  synthetic  staple  fiber 

Viscose,  1-1/2  denier  3/ 

Acetate,  5  denier  3/ 

Hylon,  3  denier  kj 

Dacron,  3>  k.5,  and  6  denier  kj 

Orion,  3>  and  6  denier  kj 

Acrilan,  3  and  5  denier  kj 

Dynel,  2,  3,  6.  12,  and  2k  denier  kj 

Vicara,  2,  3,  k,  5,  and  7  denier  kj 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


51.3 
60.k 
85 


53.0 
60.1* 
88 


53.1 
59.8 
89 


53.2 
59.8 
89 


53.k 
58.6 
91 


55.1 
58.6 


55.6 
57.8 
96 


53.9 
58.4 
92 


158.0  159A  160, 
137.0  138.8  lltO 
120.0  120.0  120 

111.0  113.8  117 

101.0  97-5  97 
97.0    92.5  92 

156.0  157.5  160, 

131.5  135.0  136, 

112.6  11c. 5  no, 

105.8  106.0  10k 
97.0  95.0  95 
91.0   87.5  87 


,0  162.7  173.7 

,0  lk6.0  152.5 

,0  132.0  132.5 

5  125.5  122.5 

5  101.9  102.5 

5  96.5  97.5 

.0  163.0  175.3 

.5  11*3.6  11*3.8 

.5  112.2  120.1 

.1*  105.1*  111.7 

.0  97.0  105.8 

.5  91.5  95.0 


175.2  nk 

152.5  151 

131.5  132 

122.5  122 
102.5  102 
97.5  97 

178.lt-  178 

11*5 .8  11*3, 

119.1*  119 

112.1  112, 
106.0  106, 
95.0  95. 


.8  172.5 

.5  11*9.5 

.0  132.2 

•5  122.5 

.5  102.5 

.5  97.5 

.0  177.9 

.5  11*1*. 5 

.9  118.9 

.8  111.0 

.0  1O6.0 

.0  95-0 


158.0  159.1*  161.2  168.1  177.5  183.1  I85.O  182.5 
11*1.5  lkk.6  11*7.5  159.0  162.5  167.5  168.8  167.5 
138.5  137.5  137.5  Ikk.'y  11*3.0  11*3.0  150.1  152.5 


11*2.5  11*7-5  ll*7.5  ll*7.5  182.5  182.5  182.5  182.5 

137.5  11*2.5  l!*2.5  11*2.5  177.5  177.5  177-5  177.8 

132.5  137.5  135.0  135.0  172.5  172.5  172.5  172.5 

127.5  132.5  127.5  127.5  l!*7-5  11*7.5  l!*7.5  11*7.5 

122.1  121.5  121.5  121.5  127.0  127.0  127.0  125.5 

108.3  107.5  107.5  107.2  103.0  103.0  10l*.2  112.5 

95.9   95-5  95-5  91*. 3  96.5   96.5   96.5  10l*.8 

78.7   81.5  81.5  82. if  81*. 5   8U.5   81*. 5  9l*.5 

71*. 5   71*. 5  7k.5  73.9  86.0   86.0   86.0  86.2 

72.5   72.5  72.5  73.1  86.0   86.0   86.0  86.2 


1*0.7   38.6  1*0.1*   39.I*   33.O   33.1*   33.2  33.1* 


kO.Q 
1*2.0 


1*0.0 

1+2.0. 


1*0.0 

l'-X 


1*0.0 

1*2.0 


36.8 
38.7 


31*.  0 

39-0 
170.0 
180.0 


31*. 0 
39.0 
170.0 
180.0 


190.0  I9O.O  190.0  190.0  190.0  190.0  190.0 

—      -  I85.O  I85.O  I85.O 

128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0  128.0 

100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 


31*  .0 
39.0 

I 


101 

98 


106 

102 
100 

98 

101 
101 

109 

101 

106 

105 
109 
101* 


109 
105 
106 


121* 

125 
128 
116 

103 

105 
111 
115 

117 
118 


85 

85 
93 


100 

100 
100 


l/  From  PMA  Boston  market  reports. 

2]  Average  of  10  markets. 

3/  From  Textile  Organon. 

kj  From  Modern  Textile  Magazine. 

5_/  Not  available. 
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THE    WOOL  SITUATION 


Approved  by  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  August  11,  1953 

SUMMARY 

A  strengthening  of  world  demand,  the  movement  of  a  substantial  part 
of  the  domes  tic  clip  into  the  loan  program,  and.  additions  to  the  stock- 
pile in  the  United  Kingdom  have  resulted  in  a  gradual  rise  in  wool  prices 
in  world  markets  since  early  1952.    During  the  final  month  of  sales  in 
Australia,  prices  were  down  slightly  from  the  previous  month  but  still 
ranged  between  35  and  kO  percent  above  the  lows  of  March  1952. 

Boston  quotations  for  domestic  wools  have  been  relatively  stable 
in  recent  months  and  well  above  a  year  earlier.    Quotations  for  most 
domestic  fine  and  half-blood  wools  have  been  above  loan  rates  while  quo- 
tations for  three -eighths  blood  and  coarser  wools  have  been  below. 

Prices  received  by  domestic  growers  for  shorn  wool  this  season  have 
been  averaging  slightly  above  the  national  average  loan  rate  of  53 .1  cents 
under  the  1953  program.    The  average  for  the  season  probably  will  be 
slightly  above  that  of  last  season  and  above  the  national  average  loan  rate. 

The  upward  trend  in  world  consumption  which  began  in  late  1951  con- 
tinued through  the  first  quarter  of  this  year.    Consumption  during  that 
quarter  was  about  one -third  above  a  year  earlier  and  only  about  5  percent 
below  the  record  of  the  first  quarter  of  1950.    Consumption  in  both  January- 
March  and  the  final  quarter  of  1952,  is  estimated  to  have  been  at  an  annual 
rate  above  world  production  during  the  1952-53  season. 

Cons\unption  of  wool  in  the  United  States  during  the  early  months  of 
this  year  also  was  well  above  a  year  earlier.    Mill  use  of  apparel  wool 
through  May  was  up  almost  one -fifth  and  of  carpet  wool  over  one -fourth  from 
last  year.    The  weekly  rate  of  consumption  of  apparel  wool  during  May  was 
the  highest  for  any  month  since  early  1951. 

United  States  imports  of  apparel  wool  for  consumption,  dropped  sharply 
below  a  year  earlier  in  April  and  May  after  having  been  slightly  above  in 
the  first  quarter.    The  January -May  total  was  about  one -eighth  below  the  same 
period  last  year.    The  decline  during  April  and  May  probably  reflected  larger 
movement  of  domestic  wools  into  manufacturing  channels  than  last  season. 
Imports  of  carpet  wool  during  the  first  5  months  of  1952  were  up  about  one- 
half  over  last  year. 

Exports  of  wool  from  the  Southern  Hemisphere  during  the  1952-53  sea-  . 
son  have  been  well  above  both  1951-52  and  1950-51.    Indications  are  that 
the  carryover  in  these  countries  at  the  end  of  the  season  will  be  consider- 
ably lower  than  a  year  earlier,  even  though  production  during  1952-53  was 
substantially  larger  than  in  1951-52. 

Domestic  shorn  wool  production  this  year  has  been  estimated  at 
229.3  million  pounds,  grease  basis.    Somewhat  more  pulled  wool  is  expected 
this  year  than  last,  however,  reflecting  the  increased  slaughter.  Total 
production  probably  will  not  differ  greatly  from  the  266  million  pounds 
produced  last  year. 
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Survey  of  Recent  Developments 

Wool  Prices  in 
Foreign  Markets 

Toward  the  close  of  the  season  in  Australia  .last  June,,  wool  prices 
declined  somewhat  after  having  advanced  almost  continuously  from  April  1952 
until  early  June  1953 •    The  decline  was  reflected. '.pi  other  markets. 

At  the  close  of  the  1952-53  season  in  Australia,  prices  of  most  fine 
wools  were  almost  20  percent  above  the  opening  last  September,  and  between 
35  and  kQ  percent  above  the  lows  of  March  1952.  However ,  they  were  between 
45  and  50  percent  below  the  record  levels  reached  following  the  outbreak  in 
Korea.  Compared  with  pre -Korean  levels,  prices  ranged  up  to  almost  10  per- 
cent higher  . 

At  the  July  series  of  London  auctions,  prices  declined  somewhat  from 
May  to  levels  more  in  line  with  prices  at : the  closing  sales  in  Australia 
(table  1), 

Boston  Quotations 

Fairly  Stable  ,  .   .     .  ■ 

Boston  quotations  for  both  domestic  and  imported  wools  have  been 
relatively  stable  during  recent  months. 

As  of  early  August,  quotations  for  Australian  fine,  wools  were  up 
about  5  cents,  clean  basis ,  from  mid -March.    Quotations  for  Montevideo  3's< 
and  finer  super  wools  were  up  from  5  to  10  cents  and  for  k's  and  5's  about 
1  cent  over  5  months  earlier. 

Early  in  August,  quotations  for  original  bag  Texas  fine  wools  ranged 
from  5  to  15  cents  above  5  months  earlier,  quotations  for  graded  fine  and 
half-blood  fleece  wools  were  up  somewhat  less;  quotations  for  most  graded 
territory  wools  were  unchanged;  and  quotations  for  original  bag  territory 
fine  and  half-blood  wools  were  down  slightly. 

In  general,  quotations  for  domestic  fine  and  half-blood  wools  were 
above  the  corresponding  loan  rates,  while  quotations  for.  three-eighths 
blood  and  coarser  wools  were  below  their  loan  rates  (table  3) • 

Average  of  Grower  Prices 
Up  from  a  Year  Earlier 

Prices  received  by  domestic  growers  for  shorn  wool  during  the  early 
months  of  the  current  season  have  averaged  slightly  above  a  year  earlier. 
The  higher  average  prices  reflect  the  generally  higher  level  of  wool  prices 
in  world  markets . 

Prices  received  at  mid -June  averaged  55*6  cents  per  pound,  grease 
basis,  compared  with  53-1  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  raid -June  average  was 
equivalent  to  96  percent  of  the  parity  price  for  wool  for  that  month.  A 
year  earlier  the  average  was  equivalent  to  89  percent  of  parity. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
-  Supplies  and  Mill  Activity 
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llDcSJ 

M.ppa_rex  iaorxcs 

yards 

7k  7 

7P  (\ 

OT7 
71 

Government  orders  ; 

do. 

23.1 

8.2 

35 

Mpti  •  q   onH   hnvfl  *   upor1  « 

'  CU     D     CUI'l     \-)KJj  0         WCCL1  1 

do.  : 

2U.1 

33.0 

177 

A  J  1 

Women's  and  children's  wear 

do. 

27.5 

31. u 

11U 

Ron-apparel  fabrics  ! 

do. 

11.5 

12.9 

112 

Blanketing  : 

do.  : 

7.0 

7.1 

101 

Other  non-apparel  fabrics  i 

do. 

5.8 

129 

Total  woven  fabrics  i 

do. 

86.2 

85.5 

99 

lng  operation,  stocks  held  in  bond,  and  wool  purchased  by  the  Canmodity  Credit  Corporation  through  the  loan 
program;  does  not  include  wool  held  by  the  CCC  for  the  Department  of  Defense  and  wool  held  for  the  account 
of  domestic  growers  except  that  held  on  consignment  for  growers.  3_/  Includes  carbonized  wool  which  is  not 
reported  by  grade,  k/  Excludes  wool  consumed  on  the  cotton  and  other  spinning  systems  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  felts,  hat  bodies,  and  other  miscellaneous  products.  Monthly  periods  are  k  or  5  cal ennar  weeks 
generally  totaling  13  weeks  each  quarter.  6/  Principally  wool,  reprocessed  wool,  or  reused  wool  by  weight. 
Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  1.-  Prices  of  good  fleece  wools  at  the  London  auctions,  in  cents  and  pence 
per  pound,  clean  basis  (Bradford  yield),  by  months,  1950-53 


Week,  ended  1/ 

Good  medium 

fleeces  : 

Fine  Crossbred  fleeces  : 

Crossbred 

fleeces 

;   6Vs-70'6  ; 

64's-70,s  ; 

56  1  8 

56 '  s  I 

46's 

46's 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

Cents 

Pence 

1250 

149.0 

114.4 

98.O 

60.0 

January  27 

173-9 

70.0 

February  10 

:  158.7 

I36.O 

95.7 

82.0 

60.7 

52.0 

March  16 

158.7 

136.0 

93-4 

80.0 

63.O 

54.0 

March  31 

170.4 

146.0 

102.7 

88.0 

70.0 

60.0 

May  5 

:  177.4 

152.0 

110.9 

95-0 

75-9 

65.O 

May  19 

184  .H 

158.0 

114.4 

98.0 

79-4 

68.0 

July  6 

:  184.4 

158.O 

114.4 

98.O 

80.5 

69.O 

July  21 

:  198.4 

170.0 

123.7 

106.0 

89.9 

77.0 

September  22 

:  285.9 

245.0 

198.4 

170.0 

166.9 

143.0 

October  6 

:  262.6 

225.0 

186.7 

160.0 

152.9 

131.0 

November  24 

282.4 

242.0 

200.7 

172.0 

179.7 

154.0 

December  8 

:  293.9 

252.0 

227.4  . 

195.0 

191.3 

164.0 

1951 

February  2 

'.  355-9 

305.0 

256.7 

220.0 

221.7 

190.0 

February  16 

:  364.1 

312.0 

280.1 

240.0 

228.7 

I96.O 

April  6  : 

350.1 

300.0 

256.7 

220.0 

210.1 

l80.0 

April  20  : 

2/ 

245.1 

210.0 

210.1 

180.0 

June  5  J 

309.2 

265.0 

198.4 

170.0 

145-9 

125.0 

July  13  : 

221.7 

190.0 

.  2/ 

P 

116.7 

100.0 

July  20  : 

221.7 

190.0 

147.0 

12670 

119.0 

102.0 

September  21 

145.8 

125.0 

98.O 

84.0 

78.1 

67.O 

October  4 

204.1 

175.0 

139.9 

120.0 

101.5 

87.O 

December  5  : 

175.0 

150.0 

112.0 

96.0 

85.2 

73-0 

December  l4 

178.4 

153-0 

113.1 

97-0 

88.6 

76.O 

1952 

January  25 

162.2 

140.0 

95-0 

82.0 

81.1 

70.0 

February  8 

165.7 

143.0 

98.5 

85.O 

ol.l 

70.0 

March  21 

147-3 

126.0 

79.5 

68.0 

57.3 

49.0 

April  3 

147-5 

126.0 

72.6 

62.0 

51.5 

44.0 

May  16 

163.5 

140.0 

91.1 

78.0 

54.2 

55.0 

May  23 

166.3 

143.0 

91-9 

79-0 

64.0 

55-0 

July  18 

181.1 

156.0 

104.5 

90.0 

78.9 

CO  .0 

July  25 

174.2 

150.0 

96.4 

83.0 

76.6 

66.0 

September  19 

:  164.6 

142.0 

91.6 

79-0 

74.2 

64.0 

September  26 

:  171.7 

148.0 

99-8 

86.0 

76.6 

OO.O 

November  28 

:  175.1 

150.0 

108.6 

93.0 

o4 .0 

72 .0 

December  12  : 

177-6 

152.0 

107.5 

92.0 

0-1  0 

81.0 

70.0 

1953  : 
January  16  : 

185.2 

158.O 

107.8 

92.0 

84.4 

72.0 

January  23  ! 

183.O 

156.0 

93-9. 

80.O 

75-1 

64.0 

February  20 

190.3 

162.0 

101.0 

OO.O 

78.7 

67.0 

March  20 

193.5 

165 .0 

107.9 

92.0 

All  k 

March  27 

197.1 

168.0 

107.9 

92.0 

89.1 

76.0 

May  8 

202.7 

173-0 

110.2 

94.0 

89.1 

76.0 

May  15  : 

211.1 

180.0 

110.2 

94.0 

89.1 

76.0 

July  10  : 

201.8 

172.0 

103.2 

88.0 

83.3 

71.0 

July  24 

197.1 

168.0 

106.8 

91.0 

85.7 

73-0 

1/  Opening  and  closing  weeks  for  each  series. 


2/  No  quotations. 

Compiled  from  Kreglinger  and  Fernau  market  reports.  Prices  converted  from  pence  to  cents  at 
current  rates  of  exchange. 
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The  lower  average  as  of  mid-July,  53.9  cents,  probably  reflected 
the  generally  lower  level  of  wool  prices  in  world  markets.    The  mid-month 
average  for  July  was  equivalent  to  92  percent  of  parity  and  compared  with 
53.2  cents  a  year  earlier. 

About  101  Million  Founds  of 
Wool  Acquired  by  CCC  under 

1952  Program  .  , 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  acquired  approximately  101  million 
pounds  of  wool,  actual  weight,  under  the  1952  price  support  program.  Of 
the  total,  about '95  million  pounds  were  shorn  wool  and  the  remainder  pulled 
wool.,.    t  .  . 

It  has  been  announced  that  effective  May  1,  1953,  and  until  further 
notice,  sales  of  wool  acquired  under  the  1952  program  may  be  made  at  not 
less  than  115  percent  Of  the  appraisal  value  at  Boston,  adjusted  for  freight 
on  wool  stored  outside  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut. 

About  22  Million  Pounds  of  1953 
Wool  Under  Lean  as  of  July  31 

The  PMA  office  in  Boston  has  estimated  that  about  .22. 4. million 
pounds  of  1953  shorn  wool  were  under  loan  as  of  July  31*    On  that  date, 
advance  or  recourse  loans  were  outstanding  on  18.7  million  pounds  and 
non-recourse  loans  on  3.7  million  pounds. 

As  for  the  1952  program,  the  1953  price  support  program  for  shorn 
wool  operates  through  loans  and  for  pulled  wool  through  pruchases. 

United  States  Tariff  Commission  Announces 

iByj^AE^iiSS  Ujider  Section  22 
9L  Agricultural  Adpus tment  Act  *  • 

The  United  States  Tariff  Commission  recently  issued  a  public  notice 
which  read j  in  part,  as  follows:    "By  direction  of  the  President,  dated 
July  9,  1953,  the  United  States  Tariff  Commission,  on  the  10th  day  of  July 
1953,  instituted,  and  hereby  gives  notice  of  an  investigation,  under  Section 
22  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Acts  as  amended,  and  Executive  Order 
No.  7233  of  November  23*  1935*  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  wool 
of  the  sheep  subject  to  duty  under  paragraphs  1101  (a)  and  1102  of  the 
Tariff  Act  of  1930,  carbonized  wool  of  the  sheep  subject  to  duty  under  par- 
agraph 1106  of  the  said  act,  or  sheep*s-wool  tops  subject  to  duty  under  the 
said  paragraph  1106  are  being  or  are  practically  certain  to  be  imported 
into  the  United  States  under  such  conditions  and  in  such  quantities  as  to 
render  or  tend  to  render  ineffective  or  materially  interfere  with  the  price- 
support  program  for  wool  undertaken  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  or  to  reduce  substantially  the  amount  of  products  processed  in 
the  United  States  from  domestic  wool." 

All  parties  interested  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be  present, 
to  produce  evidence,  and  to  be  heard  at  a  public  hearing  to  be  held  begin- 
ning August  31,  1953. 
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Table  3.-  Market  quotations  and  1953  program  loan  rates  per  pound  for 
domestic  shorn  wools,  clean  basis,  Eoston 


Classif icati on 


Graded  shorn 

Territory  and  Texas 

Fine,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
Fine,  average  and  good  French  combing 
Fine,  short  French  combing  and  clothing 
1/2  blood,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
l/2  blood,  average  and  good  French  combing 
3/8  blood,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
1/4  blood,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
Low  l/k  blood 
Common  and  braid 

Fleece 

Fine,  Delaine 

Fine,  short  French  combing  and  clothing 
l/2  blood,  gocd  French  combing  and  staple 
3/8  blood,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
l/k  blood,  good  French  combing  and  staple 
Low  l/l+  blood 
Common  and  braid 

Original  bag  shorn 

Fine  Texas 

Gocd  French  combing  anr!  staple 
Eight  months  (l  inch  and  ever) 
Fall  (3/4  inch  and  over) 


1953  program 
loan  rates 

Dollars 


1,63 

1.57 
1.42 
1.49 
1.40 

1.29 
1.20 
1.06 
1.02 


1.61+ 
1.34 
l.kk 
1.22 
1.13 
1.01 
0.97 


Boston  quotations 
week  ended 
August  7,  1953 
Dollars 


1-70-1.75 
1.65-1.70 
I.50-I.55 
1.50-1.55 
1.45-1,50 
1.30-1.35 
1.20-1.25 
1.00-1. 05 

0.95-1^00 


1.75-1-80 
1.45-1.50 
1.48-1.50 
1.14-1.19 
1.10-1.14 
1.04-1. 03 
O.92-O.98 


1.63 
1.44 
1.32 


I.75-I.85 
1.65-1.70 
1.50-1.55 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 


World  Wool  Production 

Increases  to  Record  Level 

World  production  of  wool  (apparel  and  carpet)  during  the  1953-54 
season  is  forecast  at  4,330  million  pounds,  grease  basis,  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  (table  4).    The  forecast  for  1953-54  is  about  40  mil- 
lion pounds  over  the  revised  estimate  of  production  for  1952-53.    The  clean 
yield  for  1953-54  is  expected  to  be  about  2,500  million  pounds. 

New  records  would  be  set  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Uruguay,  if 
the  production  forecasts  are  realized. 

Production  during  1952-53 >  now  estimated  at  a  new  record  of  4,290  mil- 
lion pounds,  was  270  million  pounds  over  output  in  1951-52  and  90  million 
pounds  in  excess  of  the  previous  record  of  1942. 
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Table  4.-  Wool,  grease  basis:  Production  in  specified  countries,  1948-53 


V/OnvUleUb  • 

i    1952  1/ 

•  - 

and  : 

1948 

:  1949 

!  1950 

:  1951 

!  1953  1/ 

• 

1  — 

mi.  ib. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

North  America  : 

—  - 

Canada  ' 

11.9 

9.8 

9.5 

6.9 

7.7 

8.0 

United  States  : 

278.4 

248.5 

247.8 

251.4 

266.0 

260.0 

a  1    9  /  « 

302  3 

271-2 

272.5 

287.5 

281.4 

ft!  0 

88-0 

89-0 

92*7 

95.1 

97.0 

£<ire 

12  9 

12  0 

13-7 

1A.8 

14.8 

France  . 

90  3 

OQ  Q 
J  J*  7 

35.0 

ZlO.O 

iJ.. 9 

&fX«  7 

Zil. 9 

<+x.  7 

op&xn 

•        ftft  O 

ft?  O 

90  0 

90  0 

93.0 

714..  w 

Pa>       hi  iyC  1  1 

rorUugai.  1 

1ft  0 

XO.VJ 

17  O 

21.2 

22.0 

22.0 

22-  "5 

Italy 

!  28.9 

35.3 

35.0 

35.5 

35.0 

34.0 

21-0 

19.2 

15.3 

13.7 

13.0 

Estimated  , 

total  2/  3/ 

:  433.4 

448.3 

464.8 

475.6 

484.9 

488.5 

Asia 

:  29.8 

24.7 

32.6 

34.2 

36.6 

37.5 

Ti*a.a 

32.7 

28.7 

30.0 

32.0 

32.0 

OJfl  la 

•          A<£o  A. 

Turkey 

:  75.5 

70.9 

67.2 

72.9 

77.9 

80.0 

India 

s  53.0 

46.2 

50.5 

52.0 

58.0 

56.5 

Pakistan 

:  26.0 

27.0 

27.8 

27.2 

28.0 

30.0 

Estimated 

total  2J 

:  369.6 

346.4 

362.3 

374.8 

393.5 

394.5 

South  America 

Ai  £^w44VXA0i— 

L19-0 

/il^-O 

<4X>>.vj 

420.O 

420.0 

Zi30-0 

A.8-  5 

«+(•«+ 

*51.8 

y  J-  O  O 

<n  ft 

52-0 

Chile 

:  41.9 

46.3 

41.9 

41.9 

44.1 

45.0 

Peru 

:  17.2 

•18.7 

19.2 

20.5 

20.5 

20.5 

Uruguay 

•   i  lL  0 

1/.3  3 

lft5  0 

ift7  y. 

XO  f 

190  O 

19s;  0 

X7?.  w 

JjevXUKIvvU 

•    Aft5  o 

707  ■  7 

739  5 

7^7  /. 

7/.3  3 

759  A 

A  f  cp. 

AXgvl  Xtt 

12-0 

15-6 

x^»  u 

19.6 

22-8 

28.0 

29-0 

ITyvavi^I^   Tuf i — i  w  n  n  n  n 

r  rencn  noroGco 

•          /CO.  V 

.5.5.x 

Tunisia 

:  7.9 

8.0 

11.0 

12.0 

13.0 

13.0 

Union  of 

South  A  t rl  ea. 

219-0 

217-  5 

^X  f  .  y 

227.  5 

Estimated 

total  2/ 

:  279.4 

283.0 

304.6 

323.5 

329.8 

336.8 

Oceania 

•1  031-0 

1  110-0 

1  092.0 

1  L 

X, \JJ£-m  H 

1   2A0. 0 

1  250  0 

New  Zealand 

:  367.0 

390.0 

390.0 

406.7 

413.4 

418.0 

Estimated 

total  2/ 

!l,398.1 

1,500.1 

1,482.1 

1,459.2 

1,653.5 

1,668.1 

Estimated  world 

total  \jj 

:3,770.0 

3,890.0 

3,970.0 

4,020.0 

4,290.0 

4,330.0 

1/  Preliminary.  %/  Includes  other  countries  not  shown  in  table.  2/  Excludes  U.  S.  S.  R. 
4/ Rounded  to  tens  of  millions. 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
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After  19^2,  world  wool  production  decD.ined  steadily  until  a  low  of 
3,710  million  pounds' was  reached  in  19^7 »    The  decline  ref  lected  the  less 
profitable  position  of  the' /sheep  enterprise  relative  to  alternative  enter- 
prises," the  unfavorable  outlook  for  wqoI  prices,  and  drought,  particularly 
in  Australia,    Production  has  increased1  each  year  since  1947,  however, 
reflecting  a  steady  rise  in  world  pheep  numbers.    Early  this  year,  world 
sheep  numbers  were  estimated  at  817  million  head,  up  slightly  over  1  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier.,  .    .  v 

Domestic  Shorn  Wool 
Production  Declines 

"     The  quantity  of  wool  shorn  and  to  be  .shorn  this  year  is  estimated 
at  229.3  million  pounds,  grease  basis.    This  Is  about  1  percent  less  than 
was  shorn  last  year  and  about  4l  percent  less  than  the  record  of  388  mil- 
lion pounds  of  1942  (table  5). 

The  decline  in  shorn  wool  production  reflects  a  decrease  of  2  per- 
cent in  the  number  of  sheep  shorn.     A  slightly  higher  average  fleece 
weight,  however,  partially  offset  the  decline  in  the  number  of  sheep  shorn. 
The  estimated  average  fleece  weight,  8,27  pounds,  is  a  new  record  and  com- 
pares with  the  previous  record  of  8.25  pounds  last  year. 


Table  5.-  Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn,  weight  per  fleece,,, 
and  shorn  wool  production,  United  States,  1940-53,  . 


Year 


•  Sheep  and 
lambs  shorn  l/ 


: 


V/eight  per 
fleece  2/ 


production 


Shorn  wool 


Thousands 


Pounds 


Thousand  pounds 


1940 
19M 
1942 

19*13 
1944 

1945 
1946 

1947 
1948 

191+9 


46,313 
47,722 
49,287 
47,892 
43,165 
38,763 
34,647 
30,953 
28,649 
26,382 


8.&3 

.8.12, 
7:88 

.7.91 
7.84 

7.95 
8.11 
8.12 
8.09 
8.07 


388,297 
378,843 
338,318 
307,976. 
280,908 
251,425 
231,770 
212,899 


372,014.. 
387,520  , 


1950' 
1951 
1952 

1953 


26,387 
27,357 
28,172 

27,737 


8,16 
8.24 
8.25 
8.27 


215,422 

225,545 
232,373. 

229,292 


1/  Includes  sheep  shorn  at  commercial  feeding  yards.  .. 

2/  For  Texas  and  California  the  weight  per  fleece  is  the  amount  of  wool 
shorn  per  sheep  and  lamb  during  the  year. 
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Production  of  shorn  wool  in  the  "native."  or  "fleece"  wool  States 
is  estimated  at  67.9  million  pounds  with  an  average  fleece  weight  of 
7.58  pounds.    Last  year  66.7  million  pounds  were  shorn  with  an  average 
weight  per  fleece  of  7.^7  pounds.    Production  in  all  of  the  "native" 
States,  except  Wisconsin,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma,  was 
equal  to  or  greater  than  last  year. 

Production  of  shorn  wool  in  the  13  Western  States  (ll  Western 
States,  South  Dakota,  and  Texas)  is  estimated  at  l6l.4  million  pounds,  about 
3  percent  less  than  last  year.    The  number  of  sheep  shorn  and  to  be  shorn 
is  estimated  at  2  percent  below  last  year.    The  average  weight  per  fleece 
of  8.60  pounds  compares  with  an  average  of  8.6l  pounds  last  year.  Pro- 
duction was  larger  than  last  year  in  all  Western  States  except  Texas, 
Montana,  and  Oregon.    Texas,  the  leading  sheep  State,  had  the  same  aver- 
age weight  per  fleece  as  a  year  ago,  but  a  sharp  decline  in  the  number 
of  sheep  shorn  in  that  State  decreased  wool  production  11  percent.  The 
decline  in  Texas  was  sufficient  to  offset  increases  in  most  of  the  other 
Western  States. 

1952-53  Exports  From  Southern  Hemisphere 
Substantially  Above  Previous" Season 

Considerably  more  wool  is  being  exported  from  the  5  major  surplus - 
producing  countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere- -Argentina,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Uruguay- -during  1952-53  than  in  either 
of  the  two  previous  seasons  (table  6).    Exports  from  Argentina,  Australia, 
and  Uruguay  are  well  above  1951-52;  those  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
are  about  the  same;  but  exports  from  New  Zealand  are  lower.    Compared  with 
1950-51*  exports  from  all  5  countries  are  up. 

The  increase  in  exports  reflects  the  improved  demand  and  higher 
rate  of  world  consumption  and  the  larger  supply  available  for  export.  Pro- 
duction is  up  substantially.    Unsold  stocks  on  July  1,  1953  probably  were 
only  one -half  the  total  of  over  300  million  pounds  of  a  year  earlier. 

Table  6.-  Exports  of  wool,  actual  weight,  from  Southern  Hemisphere  surplus - 
producing  countries,  1950-51,  1951-52,  and  1952-53  seasons  l/ 


Exporting  country 


Argentina  2/ 

Australia  2/ 

New  Zealand  2/ 

Union  of  South  Africa  3/ 

Uruguay  k/ 


;  1950-51 

:    Mil.  lb. 

!  153 

!  869 

!  200 

i  197 

129 

1951-52 


Mil.  lb. 


26 
762 

355 
21k 
.12 


1952-53 


October  1  in  South  America. 
2/  Through  April. 
3/  Through  June. 
5/  Through  May. 


Mil,  lb, 

317 
908 

;306 
216 
:175 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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Table  "(.-  Estimated  world  production  and  consumption  of  wool, 
clean  basis,  193'+ -38  average,  I9I+6-53 


Production  l/ 
Consumption 


193^-38  ; 

average  ' 


19^7 


19'+8 


19^9 


1950 


1951 


1952 


1953 


Mil  .lb .  Mil. Ib  .Mil  ,1b  Jftl.Ib  ."Mil.lb  .MilTIb . Mil . lb  ."Mil . IbTMil . lb . 
2,058  2,110  2,125  2,100  2,153  2,202  2,283  2,301  2/2,435 
2,058       2,259    2,1+1+3    2,552    2,1+1+0    2,675    2,265  2/2,305 


1/  Production  during  the  season  beginning  July  1  of  the  previous  calendar  year. 
2/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


Stocks  of  Wool  in  the  United  States 
Continue  Larger  than  a  Year  Earlier 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  reports  that  dealers  and  manufacturers 
held  about  205  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  of  wool  at  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year.    This  includes  stocks  held  on  consignment, 
stocks  in  process  of  manufacture  up  to  the  carding  operation,  stocks  held 
in  bond,  and  wool  purchased  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  under  the 
loan  program.    It  does  not  include  wool  held  by  the  CCC  for  the  Department 
of  Defense  and  wool  held  for  the  account  of  domestic  growers  except  that 
held  on  consignment  for  growers. 

Of  the  total  holdings,  163  million  pounds  consisted  of  apparel  class 
wool  and  42  million  pounds  of  carpet  class  wool. 

Holdings  of  apparel  class  wool  were  reported  to  have  been  about  one- 
(TwT  S\°Ve  a  year  earlier  but  about  the  same  as  at  the  end  of  1952 
stable  5) .    All  of  the  increase  over  a  year  earlier  was  in  domestic  wool: 
holdings  of  foreign  wool  were  down  about  11  million  pounds.    The  increase 
nncoi     SS  °f  domestic  v°ol  reflected  the  entry  of  a  substantial  part  of 
1952  domestic  production  into  the  loan  program. 

o    -    -,T°^a^  holdinSs  °;  apparel  wool  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  were 
equivalent  to  about  22.6  weeks  of  consumption  at  the  average  rate  of  the 
urst  quarter.    This  was  the  highest  stock-consumption  ratio  since  19kg 
and  compared  with  21.7  weeks  a  year  earlier.    Holdings  of  manufacturers 
and  topmakers,  however,  were  equivalent  to  only  11.1  weeks,  the  lowest 
since  191+5,  except  for  10.8  weeks  in  early  1950. 

j  _  ,nmrv?!aier  and  manufacturer  holdings  of  carpet  class  wool,  all  of  which 
SJS        i  amounted  to  1+2  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  an  increase  of 
Set  tLT        0m  Vear  earlier-    Relative  to  the  rate  of  consumption, 
wT"han°dur^g  **  **  ^  Pr6Vi°US  tW  ^  ™ 
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United  States  Imports  of  Dutiable 
Wool  Below  Last  Year 

Although  consumption  of  apparel  wool  is  well  above  last  year,  imports 
of  dutiable  wool  for  consumption  through  May,  89  million  pounds,  clean 
content,  were  over  one-eighth  below  last  year.    Imports  during  the  first 
quarter  were  up  almost  k  percent  over  1952  but  a  sharp  drop  during  April 
and  May  more  than  offset  this  increase.    Imports  during  May,  lk  million 
pounds,  clean  basis,  or  22  million  pounds  actual  weight,  were  down  about 
one -third  from  last  year.    The  decline  in  recent  months  reflects  the  better 
movement  of  domestic  wool  into  manufacturing  channels  this  year  than  last. 

The  decline  in  the  total  from  last  year  reflects  the  lower  imports 
of  wools  finer  than  KO's.    Imports  of  dutiable  wools  not  finer  than  ^O's  and 
"named"  wools  for  consumption  were  almost  double  a  year  earlier. 

United  States  Imports  of  Duty-free 
Wool  Up  Substantially  from  Last  Year 

Imports  of  duty-free  wool  for  consumption  during  each  of  the  first 
5  months  of  1953  were  above  a  year  earlier.    The  total  through  May,  6h  mil- 
lion pounds,  clean  basis,  or  95  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  was  about 
one-half  over  last  year.    The  increase  reflects  the  higher  rate  of  con- 
sumption of  carpet  wool. 

The  increase  for  duty-free  wool  not  over  UO's  was  much  greater  than 
that  for  duty-free  "named"  wools .    Imports  of  wool  not  finer  than  *K)'s 
doubled  and  represented  about  half  of  the  total  compared  with  about  one-third 
last  year.    Imports  of  "named"  wools  were  up  only  about  one-fifth. 

World  Consumption  Up 

During  First  Quarter  ' 

The  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee  estimates  that  during  the  first 
quarter  of  1953;  "the  rate  of  world  wool  consumption  increased  for  the  sixth 
quarter  in  succession.    This  estimate  is  based  on  data  for  11  of  the  major 
consuming  countries.    Consumption  during  the  first  quarter  is  estimated  to 
have  been  about  5  percent  higher  than  during  the  preceding  quarter,  up  about 
one-third  from  a  year .earlier,  and  only  about  5  percent  below  the  record 
reached  during  the  first  quarter  of  1950.  ;     -  • 

As  in  the  final  quarter  of  1952,  world  consumption  is  estimated  to  have 
been  at  an  annual  rate  in  excess  of  estimated  production  during  the  1952-53 
season,  v  • 

Mill  Use  of  Apparel 
Wool  Above  Last  Year 

Consumption  of  apparel  wool  by  mills  in  the  United  States  through 
May  amounted  to  162  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  almost  one-fifth  above  a 
year  earlier,  when  consumption  was  at  the  low  of  a  sharp  decline  which  began 
early  in  1951 •    The  weekly  average  for  May,  7.9  million  pounds,  was  the 
highest  since  June  1951  (table  9).    The  higher  rate  than  last  year  reflects 
the  greater  consumption  for  civilian  goods.    Mill  use  of  apparel  wool  for 


JULY-SEPT.  1953 


civilian  goods  has  been  on  an  uptrend  since  late  in  the  summer  of  1951  when 
it  reached  the  low  point  of  a  decline  that  began  in  1950.    Use  of  apparel 
vool  for  military  items,  however,  has  shown  opposite  trends:    use  for  such 
items  began  to  increase  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Korea, 
reached  a  peak  at  about  the  time  of  the  low  of  civilian  use,  and  then  began 
a  downward  trend. 

The  increase  over  a  year  earlier  was  much  greater  for  wools  below 
60 fs  than  for  60' s  and  finer— 33  percent  as  against  12  percent.    Wools  60's 
and  finer  accounted  for  only  50  percent  of  the  total  compared  with  55  per- 
cent last  year  (table  10). 

About  59  percent  of  the  apparel  wool  reported  as  consumed  was  on  the 
worsted  system  compared  with  52  percent  last  year  and  6k  percent  in  1951 
(table  11). 

Mill  Use  of  Carpet  Wool 
Also  Above  Last.  Year 

Mill  consumption  of  carpet  wool  in  the  United  States  through  May  of 
this  year  was  63  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  over  one-fourth  above  early 
1952.    However,  it  was  about  one-twentieth  below  early  1951  and  almost  one- 
fourth  below  early  1950. 

The  rate  of  consumption  of  carpet  wool  began  to  decline  in  late  1950, 
reached  a  3.ow  the  following  summer,  and  then  trended  upward.    The  use  of  carpet 
wool  by  mills  during  May  1953  was  at  a  rate  of  2.^  million  pounds,  scoured 
basis,  per  week,  down  substantially  from  that  of  2.9  million  pounds  in  April 
but  one -fifth  above  that  of  May  1952. 

More  Yarn  Spun  on_  Woolen 

and  Worsted  Systems  this  Year 

About  306  million  pounds  of  yarn,  regardless  of  fiber  content,  were 
spun  on  the  woolen  and  worsted  systems  during  January-May  of  this  year. 
This  compares  with  276  million  pounds  during  the  same  months  of  1952  and 
with  331  million  pounds  in  1951  (table  12). 

Of  the  total,  71  million  pounds  were  carpet  yarn  compared  with  58  mil- 
lion pounds  in  1952  and  78  million  pounds  in  3-951 »    Raw  wool  accounted  for 
7^.8  percent  of  the  total  quantity  of  fiber  reported  as  consumed  in  the 
spinning  of  such  yarn  compared  with  70.9  percent  last  year  and  $k,6  percent 
in  1951  (table  1^). 

Output  of  yarn  other  than  carpet  amounted  to  235  million  pounds,  about 
8  percent  more  than  last  year  but  7  percent  less  than  in  1951  and  about  1  per- 
cent more  than  in  1950.    Output  of  woolen  yarn  was  up  only  2.8  percent,  while 
output  of  worsted  yarn  was  up  over  16  percent.    Compared  with  1951?  however, 
worsted  yarn  was  down  about  13  percent  and  woolen  only  '4  percent. 

Output  of  Woolen  and  Worsted 
Fabric  about  Same  as  Last  Year 

Production  of  woolen  and  worsted  fabric  (fabric  principally  wool, 
reprocessed  woo}.,  or  reused  wool)  during  the' first  quarter  of  this  year 
amounted  to  85.5  million  finished  linear  yard3  (table  15).    This  compared 
with  86,2  million  yards  during  the  first  quarter  of  last  year  and  99*8  million 
yards  in  1951  • 
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Table  15.-  Woolen  and  worsted  fabric  production  in  the  United  States, 

January-March,  1951-53  l/ 


• 

January-March 

Percentage 

change 

Fabric  : 



• 

— — •'  : 

1953  from 

1951  : 

1952  : 
• 

1953  :'" 
• 

1951  ; 

1952 

1  ooo 

1,000 

1,  UUU 

1  *1  DPS  Y* 

linear 

• 

,y  ctx  uo 

y CX L  yJLO 

yards 

Percent 

Percent 

Woven  fabric  (except  felt)  ! 

99,797 

80,192 

85,487 

-  14.3 

_ 

0.8 

Apparel  ': 

op, fop 

/4,  r<iL 

72, 533 

-  15.4 

2.9 

Woolen  : 

1  'i  /TO 

,  419 

43  ,  ?41 

45,492 

+  4.8 

4- 
T 

4.5 

Worsted  i 

42044 

31»loU 

27,041 

36.1 

13.3 

Government  orders  ; 

TO  KOI 
1U  ,  ?  21 

OO  A(T3 

23,093 

8,1.53 

-  22.5 

64.7 

Woolen                      .          _  : 

^,  (  Jl 

4,546 

+  64.9 

54.4 

Worsted  j 

(  ,  I  04 

ici  lit 

13,111? 

3,607 

72.5 

Other  than  Government  orders  j 

75,242 

51,628 

64,380 

*  14.4 

+ 

24.7 

Woolen  j 

40,662 

33,563 

40,946 

+  0.7 

+ 

22.0 

Worsted  < 

J>4,580 

±8,Uop 

23,434 

-  32.2 

+ 

29.7 

Menrs  and  boys*  j 

on  /  a 
39,451 

24,121 

32,960 

-  16.5 

-1- 

36.6 

Woolen  : 

:  13,323 

10,851 

14,143 

+  6.2 

T 

30.3 

VIorsted 

T  Of) 

2o,128 

13,270 

18,817 

41.8 

Women's  and  children1 s  ! 

35,791 

27,507 

31,420 

-  12.2 

+ 

14.2 

Woolen  ! 

27,339 

22,712 

26,803 

"  2.U 

18.0 

Worsted  ! 

:  8,452 

4,795 

4,617 

-  45.4 

3.7 

Non-apparel 

!  14,034 

11,471: 

12,954 

-  7.7 

12.9 

Blanketing 

i  5,116 

6,962 

7,129 

+  39.3 

+ 

2.4 

Government  orders 

>  Am 

!  OUJL 

2,856 

+375.2 

+ 

7.6 

Other  than  Government  orders  > 

:  4,515 

4,308. 

4,273 

-  5.4 

.8 

Other  non-apparel 

:  8,918 

4,509 

5,825 

-  34.7 

+ 

29.2 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Woven  felt 

:  3,292 

2,007 

2,233 

-  32.2 

11.3 

l/  Principally  wool,  reprocessed  wool,  or  reused  wool  by  weight.  Blanketing  in 
72  inch  width  or  equivalent.  Other  fabrics  in  54  to  60  inch  widths  or  equivalent 
54  inch  width. 


Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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Table  16,-  Percent  of  woolen  and  worsted  apparel  fabric  and  blanketing : produced 

'  "    toward  Government  orders,  1950-53 


Type  of  ; 
fabric  : 

1950 

!~ist 

:quar- 
:  ter 

:  2nd 
tquar- 
:  ter 

^ii  mm. 

:  3rd- 
:quar- 
:  ter_ 

:  4th 
:quar- 

:  1st 
• quar- 

Per- 

Pel- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

Per- 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

cent 

Apparel 

!  2.6 

12.3 

31.2 

50.6 

41.1 

30.9 

Blanketing 

11.7 

56.0 

.69.8 

54.2 

38.1 

1952 


ter  :^  ter  4, .ter. 


Per- 
cent 


Per- 
cent 


Per- 
cent 


23.4  17.8  11.9 
26.8     32.2  41.0 


,:-1253~- 
:  1st 
•  quar- 

:  ter  

Per- 
cent 

11.2 

40.1 


X^Not  available. 
Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.. 


Table  17.-  Percentage  distribution  of  woven  woolen  and  worsted  apparel  fabric 

production,  United  States,  January-March,  1950-53 


Fabric                .  : 

1950 

^/January-March 
•  1951        1  1952 

:  1953 

Percent 

.  ..Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Apparel  : 
•Woolen  • 
•  Worsted                       •  ' 

100 

52 
48 

!  100 
51 
49 

100 

58 
42 

100 
63 
37 

Government  orders  J 
Woolen  ;'■     ' "               .  *  ! 
•Worsted    •                   •■  ' 

100 
29 
71 

.'  100 

.  26 
74 

100 
43 

57 

100 

56- 

;  44  : 

Other  than  Government 
•Woolen 
Worsted 

;  100 

!  49 

:  51 

100 

54 
46 

100 
65 
35 

100 
64 
36 

Men's  and  boys' 
Woolen  • 
Worsted 

]  100 

:  3-5 
65 

100 

,'  34 
66 

100 
45 
55 

100 
43 

57 

Women's  and  children^ 
Woolen 
Worsted 

!  100 

:  65 
:  35 

100 

•  76 
•24 

100 

:'83 
17 

100 
85 

15  ' 

1/  Preliminary. 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Of  the  total  produced  this  year,  72.5  million  yards  were  apparel  fabric 
and  13.0  million  were  nonapparel  fabric.    Government  orders  accounted  for 
8*2  million  yards  or  11.2  percent  of  the  total  (table  16),    The  percentages 
for  1950,  1953,  and  1952  were  2-9,  12.3,  and  3 0. 9,    -The  yardage,  as  well 
as  the  percentage,  has  declined  sharply  since  the  third  quarter  of  1951,  when 
Government  orders  accounted  for  50. 6  percent  of  the  total. 

Output  of  civilian  apparel  fabric  was  up  about  one -fourth  over  early 
1952  but  about  Ik  percent  below  the  first  quarter  of  1951  (table  15 . )  The 
gain  over  last  year  reflected  increases  of  37  percent  of  men's  and  boys1  wear 
fabric  and  of  lU  percent  of  women's  and  chi3.dren's  wear 'fabric.  Compared 
with  195-1  output,  however,  production  of  men's  and  boys'  wear  fabrics  was  down 
about  17  percent  and  of  women's  and  children's  about  12 'percent.    Output  of 
civilian  worsted  fabric  was  up  almost  30  percent  over  1952  but  was  still 
32  percent  below  1951  (table  17 ).    Output  of  woolen  fabric  was  up  22  percent 
over  last  year  and  1  percent  over  1951. 

Of  the  13  million  yards  of  nonapparel  fabric  produced,  blanketing 
accounted  for  7*1  million  y8.rds,  of  which  **0  percent  was  toward  Government 
orders . 

Woolen  and  worsted  weavers  produced 2, 2  million  pounds  of  woven  felt 
in  addition  to  the  above  yardage  of  fabric.    This  was  slightly  more  than 
one-tenth  above  1952  but  almost  one-third  below  1951. 

Cuttings  of  Women ' s  Outerwear 

Cuttings  of  women's  fur-trimmed  coats,  untrimmed  coats,  suits,  and 
unit-priced  dresses  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  were  below  both 

1952  and  1951  (table  18).    The  declines  from  1952  ranged  from  about  3  per- 
cent for  untrimmed  coats  to  19  percent  for  fur -trimmed  coats.    Shirt  cuttings, 
however,  were  up  relative  to  both  1951  and  1952. 

Cuttings  from  rayon  and  acetate  fabric  were  below  1952  for  all  cate- 
gories.   The  declines  ranged  from  2  percent  for  skirts  to  27  percent  for 
untrimmed  coats. 

The  proportion  cf  total  cuttings  cut  from  wool  fabrics  increased  for  all 
categories  except  skirts  (table  20). 

Cuttings  for  Men's  Tailored 
Clothing  Above  Last  Year*" 

Cuttings  of  all  categories  of  men's  tailored  clothing  during  January- 
May  of  this  year  were  substantially  above  last  year  (table  21 ).    The  increases 
ranged  from  over  one-fifth  for  overcoats  and  topcoats  to  almost  one-third  for 
summer -we ight  suits. 

Relative  to  early  1951>  however,  the  trends  were  mixed:    while  early 

1953  cuttings  of  separate  dress  and  sport  trousers  were  above  early  1951> 
cuttings  of  overcoats  and  topcoats  and  regular -we ight  suits  were  below  early 
1951. 

The  proportion  of  total  cuttings  cut  from  wool  fabric  continued  to  de- 
cline for  regular -we ight  suits  and  separate  dress  and  sport  trousers  during 
early  1953  but  increased  slightly  for  summer -weight  suits,  (table  22). 
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Table  18.-  Cuttinga  of  specified  women's  outerwear  garments  by  fiber  content  and 
type  of  garment,  United  States,  January-March  1951-53 


garment 

.  1951 

.    1952  . 

•  • 

1953 

-  

1951  : 

1952 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

Percent 

Fur -trimmed  coats 

:  99 

72 

58 

-  41  4 

Untrimmed' coats 
Wool 

Rayon  and  acetate 
Other 

:  7,285 
5,316 
:  1,909 
:  60 

7,  .^53 
6.178 
1,218 

57 

7,255 
6,276 

890 

89 

-  0.4 
+  18.1 

-  53.4 
+  48  3 

-  2,7 
+  1.6 

-  26.9 

T    ^O.  ± 

Suits 
Wool 

R-yon  and  acetate 
Other 

:  6,701 
:  2,706 
:  3,806 
:  189 

5,838 
2,011 

3,657 
170 

5,401 

1,957 
3,218 
226 

-  19.4 

-  27.7 

-  15.4 
+  19.6 

*  7-5 
"  2.7 

-  12.0 

1  W  Q 

j1-  '  y 

Skirts 

Wool 

Rayon  and  acetate 
Other  . 

:  .14,868 
:  1,980 
i  7,056 
5,832 

14,700 
2,136 
7,116 
5,448 

16,008 
1,860 
6,960 
7,188 

+  7.7 

-  6.1 
*  1.4 

+  23.3 

+  8.9 

-  12.9 

-  2.2 
+  31.9 

Unit -priced  dresses 
Wool 

Rayon  and  acetate 
Other  5 

38,655 
!       '  466 
25,920 
12.269 

37,^52 
262 
24,652 
12.538 

34,948 
419 
21,404 
13.125 

-  9.6  . 

-  10.1 

-  17.4 

+  T-P 

-  6.7 
+  59.9 

-  13.2 
+  4.7 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the 

Census 

Table  19.-  Percentage  change  in 
by  fiber  content  and  type 

cuttings  of  specified  women's  outerwear  garments, 
of  garment,  United  States,  1952  from  1951 

Type  of  garment 

Jan -Mar 

:    Apr -June 

:  July -Sept I: 

Oct-Dec  : 

Jan -Dec . 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Fur -trimmed  coats  : 

-  27.3 

-  9.9' 

:;Jf  6.8' 

-  13.2 

9-9 

Untrimmed  coats  : 
Wool  • 
Rayon  and  acetate  : 
Other  j 

+  2.3 
+  16.2 

-  36.2 

-  5.0 

-  0.4- 
+  14.3 

-  37.8 
+145.7 

4  12.0 
+  22.3 

-  34.7 

-  5.9 

+  9.0 
+  19.5 

-  38.9 

-  46.2 

+  6.1 
+  18.5 
-  36.8 
■  +  4.8 

Suits  ; 
Wool  : 
Rayon  and  acetate  : 
Other  : 

-  12.9 

-  25,7 

-  3-9 

-  10,1 

-  5.7 

-  17.6 

-  5-2 
+  79.1 

-  12.5 

-  14.8 

-  11.4 
+  2.9 

-  7.2  " 

-  13.5 

-  5-8 
■1-110.6 

-  10.3 

;  *19.2 

?,  6.2 
+  28.0 

Skirts  : 
Wool  j 
Rayon  and  acetate  : 
Other  i 

-  1.1 

+  7.9 

+  0.8 

-  6.6 

+  18.4 

-  1.3 

-  5.8 
+  42.7 

+  19.8 

+  32.5 
+  22.0 

-  1.3 

+  22.2 
+  18.1 
+  24.0 
+  24.4 

+  14.3 

*  19.3 
+  11,4 
+  15.0 

Unit-priced  dresses  : 
Wool                     •  : 
Rayon  and  acetate  : 
Other     1                ■  i 

-  3.1 

-  U3. 8 

-  4.9 
+  2.2 

+  5.2 

-  44.4 

-  0.5 
+  16.4 

+  0.5 
+  8.9 
-    3.3  ' 
„  +  17.7 

0 

+  18.8 
-  -5.0 
+  15.5 

+  0.8 
+  0.4 
-  3.4 
+  11.7 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the 

Census 
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Table  21.-  Cuttings  of  specified  items  of  men's  tailored  clothing,  United  States 

January -May,  1951 ~53 


Type  of  garment 


.Number  of  garme nta  cut 
1951     :    1952  ' 


: Percentage  change 
1953       19?3  from 


*(22  veekn);; (22  weeks):  (22  weeks):    1951  :  1952 


Suits,  total 

Regular -weight 
50  percent  or  more'  wool 
Other 

L  Summer -weight 
.  50. percent  or  more  wool 
Rayon  and  other  synthetics 

Separate  dress  and  sport  trousers 

50  percent  or  more  wool 

Chiefly  rayon  and  other  syn  the  tics 

Chiefly  cotton 
Overcoats  and  topcoats 


Thou- 
sands 


7,503.2 
7,072.9 
^■30.3 

2,873.9 

1,  Q7U.l 
1,799*8 

18,956.6 
5,573.8 
12,520.1 
862.7 

2,  ^77-0 


Thou' 
sands 


Thou- 
sands 


Percent  Percent 


10,377.1       8,065.1     10,201.5      "  1.7      +  26.5 


5,712.6 
5,218.0 
h9k.6 

2,352.5 
671.2 

1/681. 3 

19,5^8.1 
5,530.0 

13,078.5 
939.6 
1,773.0 


7,083  ,.3 
6,367.7 
715.6 

3,118.2 
92^.1 
2,19^.1 

25, 269. h 
6,831.8 

16,130.9 
2,306.7 
2,166.1 


-  5-6 
-10.0 
+66.3 

+  8.5 

-ik.o 
+21.9 

+33.3 
+22.6 

+28.8 
+167 . h 
-12.6 


+  21+.0 
+  22.0 
+  hk.J 

+  32.5 
+  37.7 
+  30.5 

+  29.3 
+  23.5 
+  23.3 
•fli+5. 5 
+  22.2 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 


Table  22.-  Percentage  distribution  of  cuttings  of  men's  tailored 
clothing  by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment,  United  States, 

January -May,  1951 "53 


Type  of  garment 

January  -  May 

.  ...  1951  : 

,  1952 

1953 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Suits  : 

Regular. -  weight    *.  .  '. 
50  percent  or  more  wool  : 
Other  i 

100.0 

9k.  3 
5-7 

100 . 0 
91.3 

8.7 

100.0 

89-9 
10.1 

i  Summer  -  weight 

50  percent  or  more  wool 
Rayon  and  other  synthetics 

100.0. 

:  37.^ 
 62.6  .  . 

100.0 
28.5 
..  ,  71.5 

100 . 0 
29.6 
70.1+ 

Separate  dress  and  sport  trousers 
50  percent  or  more  wool 
Chiefly  rayon  and  other  synthetics 
Chiefly  cotton 

\        100 . 0 
:         29 .  U 
:  66.0 
'  k.6 

100.0 
28.3 
66.9 
1+.8 

100.0 

27.0 

63.9 
9.1 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
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